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Remarks 

Claims 15, 17-34 and 37 are currently pending in the subject application and are 
presently under consideration. Claims 15, 17, 31-33, and 37 have been amended as shown at pp. 
2-8 of the Reply. 

Favorable reconsideration of the subject patent application is respectfully requested in 
view of the comments and amendments herein. 

I. Rejection of Claims 15. 17-34 and 37 Under 35 U.S.C. §102(ej 

Claims 15, 17-34 and 37 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §l02(e) as being anticipated by 
Notani (U.S. Patent No. 6,1 19,149). It is respectfully submitted that this rejection should be 
withdrawn for at least the following reasons. Notani does not teach or suggest each and every 
limitation of applicants' claimed invention. 

For a prior art reference to anticipate, 35 U.S.C. §102 requires that "each 
and every element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or 
inherently described, in a single prior art reference." In re Robertson, 
169 F.3d 743, 745, 49 USPQ2d 1949, 1950 (Fed. Cir. 1999) {quoting 
Verdegaal Bros., Inc. v. Union Oil Co., 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 
1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987)). 

The subject invention relates to providing a framework for exchanging data in various 
formats between trading partners in a supply chain, storing the data with data relationships 
clearly identified, and making the data visible in a consistent manner across the supply chain. 
For instance, data from three trading partners in a supply chain can be stored in a data store and 
relationships between their data can be established. A purchase order from the first trading 
partner can be related to a shipping confirmation from the second partner and a receipt 
confirmation from the third partner. By entering the purchase order number, snipping number, 
or receipt number, any of the three trading partners can view the data relating to this series of 
transactions. In particular, as recited in amended independent claim 15 (and similarly recited in 
independent claims 31-33, and 37), applicants' claimed invention can establish one or more 
relationships within the supply chain data store between a first supply chain data item 
originating from a first supply chain member and one or more second supply chain data items 
originating from one or more second supply chain members. 
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Notani does not teach or suggest the aforementioned novel aspects of applicants' 
invention as recited in the subject claims. Notani teaches workflows that are used to manipulate 
data as it is transmitted between two trading partners. These workflows are code that are 
contained and run within a Global Collaboration Manager, which is outside of the data store. 
Notani is silent regarding establishing one or more relationships within the supply chain data 
store between a first supply chain data item originating from a first supply chain member and 
one or more second supply chain data items originating from one or more second supply chain 
members. 

Furthermore, claim 17 recites an ownership identifier is established within the supply 
chain data store for one or more supply chain data items. Applicants 3 claimed invention allows 
for a data item or a group of data items in the data store to be identified as belonging to an entity, 
such as a company. This allows for multiple entities to each have ownership to a portion of the 
data items within the data store. Contrary to assertions in the Office Action, public key 
encryption does not provide ownership of data. Public key encryption verifies access rights and 
authentication, meaning that the party trying to access the data has privilege to access the data 
and the party is who they claim to be. Access rights are not analogous to ownership rights. An 
owner has the ability to grant access rights, however, a user with only access privileges does not 
have that right. Moreover, public key encryption is implemented at the communication layer, 
and not in the data store. 

Accordingly, applicants' representative respectfully submits that Notani fails to teach or 
suggest all limitations of applicants' invention as recited in independent claims 15, 31-33, and 37 
(and all claims that depend therefrom), and thus fails to make obvious the subject claimed 
invention. Therefore, it is readily apparent that this rejection should be withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 

The present application is believed to be in condition for allowance in view of the above 
comments and amendments. A prompt action to such end is earnestly solicited. 

In the event any fees are due in connection with this document, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge those fees to Deposit Account No. 50-1063 [OPTP101USB]. 

Should the Examiner believe a telephone interview would be helpful to expedite 
favorable prosecution, the Examiner is invited to contact applicants' undersigned representative 
at the telephone number below. 



AMIN & TUROCY, LLP 

24™ Floor, National City Center 
1900 E. 9 TH Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 441 14 
Telephone (216) 696-8730 
Facsimile (216) 696-8731 



11 

PAGE 11111 • RCVDAT 318/2005 8:01:14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0£FXRF-1i2 1 DNIS:8729306» CSID:216 696 8731 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-28 



©Oil/Oil 

OPTP101USB 



Respectfully submitted, 

AMIN & TUROCY, LLP 




Himanshu S. Amin 
Reg. No. 40,894 



